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and as a protector of the papacy against the Saracen
and the lawless southern dukes, his object might, per-
haps, justify this usurpation of authority. But his sole
design was to obtain a kingdom for his adopted son.
He attempted to summon a council at Pavia, as obse-
quious as that which had met at Troyes.q In tone,
partly of persuasion, partly of menace, he cited Anspert,
Archbishop of Milan; Berengar, Duke of Friuli, and
the Bishops of Parma, Placentia, Eeggio, and Modena.
Four times was Anspert summoned, twice at least
Excommu- excommunicated, and threatened with the
utmost power of the Eoman See.r By this
excommunication of Anspert he would esta-
blish his despotic authority over the Bishops of Lom-
bardy. But Anspert and the Italian Prelates and
Counts paid not the least respect to the papal summons
or the papal excommunication: they neither appeared
at Pavia, nor, in obedience to a later summons, at
Eome.8 In Provence the adopted son of the Pope met
with better success among the clergy. A synod of
ecclesiastics met at a place called Montaille, in the
territory of Vienne, and assumed the right of founding
a new kingdom, of disregarding the rights of the sons of
BOSO king of Louis the Stammerer, and of investing Boso
Provence. wjth the title of King of Provence and of
Aries. The influence of the Pope had no doubt great
weight with the Bishops of this Council. Boso is said
to have paved the way for his elevation by the promise

i Epist. cxxvi. cxxviii.

r The Pope afterwards invested the
Bishop of Pavia, in legatine authority,
with fall power of excommunication ;
he interfered in the appointment of
Anspert's successor, degraded a bishop

consecrated by Anspert, and named
another in his place.   To the death of
Anspert, John considered him tinder
the sentence of excommtmintion,
* Epist. clxxxi. clixxii.